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Welcome to the first Irish Red Setter Open Day

We are delighted to welcome you to the first Irish Red Setter Club Open
Day in the magnificent grounds of Birr Castle. We are particularly
grateful to Lord and Lady Rosse for the use of these beautiful facilities
that provide the ideal setting for this inaugural event.

The Irish Red Setter Club was founded in 1882 and is the eminent breed club
in Ireland. We hope that you enjoy the day and learn about the sport of field
trials and showing.

The sport of field trialling is not as well known as dog showing however after
this talk, I hope it will be clear that it is a common sport across many
countries.

The sport has kept the working strains alive as virtually all gundogs have field
trial dogs in their pedigrees. Most recently it was field trial enthusiasts who
brought back the red & white setter from close to extinction.

Field trial participants are also involved in other activities such as a grouse
conservation fund and provision of grouse numbers to our National Parks
and Wildlife Service. During the recent grouse census, field triallers were
called to assist, which they were delighted to do.

It is a growing sport with 14 clubs in the Republic of Ireland spread evenly
throughout the land while there are 5 more clubs in the North of Ireland.
Qualifications received in field trials are internationally recognised and the
sport is run under the auspices of the Irish Kennel Club.

There is growing international participation in the sport with the advent of the
“pet passport”. This provides a huge opportunity for people taking up the
sport to make friends and to travel over to other enthusiasts.

Irish red setters have been exported for centuries now and as you can see in the 2009
Yearbook the number of sister clubs that exist in so many disparate countries. The article
from Russia of the close relationship His Imperial Majesty Czar Alexander II had with his
beloved red setter Milord and of course the many literatures mentioning red setters such
as Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina.

We would hope that from today you will get an appreciation of the wonderful history of the
breed and the abilities and skills inherent in these animals.

We will give advice on general health matters, exercise regimes, feeding and tips on
training for whatever your requirements are for your dog.

We realise that there may be many more questions that inadvertently might not have been
covered in this presentation. Therefore we would welcome any comments and will meet
with you to answer any questions that you may have.

A copy of this presentation will be available on the Club’s website
(www.irishredsetterclub.com)

I wish to thank the sub committee of the Irish Setter Club for their organisation of this Open
Day including Kristin Jameson, Paddy Collins, Joe O’Sullivan, Christy Davitt, Maeve
Waters, Frank Sweeney and Owen Lane. Finally a special thank you to Brian Grace for all
of his organisation of the event and in particular with his efforts regarding the venue.

If you require any clarification or further information in the intervening time, please do not
hesitate to contact either Hugh Brady on 087 2839979 or Kristin Jameson on 086
8113841.

Yours faithfully

Hugh Brady
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Executive summary

 Setter & Pointer field trials have taken place in Ireland since 1880 on the same
lands, now NPWS. Field trials have always enjoyed an excellent relationship with
the NPWS.

 Setter & Pointer field trials is a Regulated Sport under licence from the Irish
Kennel Club.

 The trials are restricted to Section 3 pointing dogs in the Irish Kennel Club, which
are Irish Setters, Irish Red & white Setters, English Setters, Gordon Setters and
English Pointers.

 The participants of field trials are geographically spread across the 32 counties.
Field trial people compete both North and South of Ireland.

 Setter & Pointer field trials is a popular international sport taking place throughout
Europe, USA, Australia and South America.

 Since the advent of the pet passport, setter & pointer field trials throughout Europe
have increasingly taken on an international dimension. In 2007 the French
National team competed in Ireland.

 Field trials are inextricably linked with the preservation and future of our two native
breeds of bird dog; the Irish Setter and the Irish Red & White Setter.

 The field trial fraternity are involved in grouse conservation projects and have a
keen interest in the preservation of our native game bird and its habitat.

 The sport of setter & pointer field trials has not only a long history and tradition but
is also an ecologically friendly country pursuit that does not involve the killing or
capturing of game birds. It is a part of our heritage worthy of encouragement and
support.

2

Section 1 - Executive summary

Billy Grace’s F.T.Ch Capparoe Lassie and Capparoe Jip

Gordon Setter
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 Setter & Pointer trials have been taking place since 1880
when the first documented trial was held in Cloghan, County
Donegal. This was two years prior to the formation of the Irish
Red Setter club.

 Setter & pointer trials have traditionally been held in the
mountains and bogs of Ireland where the main game species
encountered is the Irish red grouse.

 These trials provide the platform where one dog can be
measured against another and it is this competitive element
that ensured the survival of the Irish red setter and the Irish
red & white setter as a world class working bird dog.

 More recently setter & pointer field trials have made a major
contribution to the revival of the Irish red & white setter which
was on the verge of extinction until 1981.

 Field trial people have a love and affinity with our wilder
places and the game species that inhabit them, and
consequently have a keen interest in the conservation of red
grouse and their upland habitats.

 It was in 1882 that the Irish Red Setter Club was formed in
Dublin, prompted by the breeding programme of The Earl of
Enniskillen, who developed the signature solid red coat.

 Irish Setters are the oldest of the setter group, preceding
Gordon and English setters.

 It is believed the breed developed from old spaniels, setting
spaniels and maybe even a Scottish setter!

History of Setter & Pointer Field Trials

Section 2 - Introduction

H. Brady’s F.T.Ch Creg Jake and FTW Fernglade Ned
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About Setter & Pointer Field Trials
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 Setter and Pointer trials are conducted in all European
countries and throughout the world and most particularly in
France, Austria, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Denmark,
Slovakia, Russia, Iceland, South America , Australia, New
Zealand and USA where it is a professional sport.

 Setter & Pointer trials are run under the auspices of the Irish
Kennel Club (“IKC”) and a minimum of two Irish IKC
appointed judges officiate at each event.

 There are strict rules and guidelines for both judging and the
conduct of the event.

 There are fourteen clubs geographically spread throughout
the Republic of Ireland. There are five more clubs in Northern
Ireland. Participants compete both North and South.

 There is a maximum limit of 30 dogs in a trial competition.

 The format of our trials and qualifications gained are
recognised by international kennel clubs and conform with
best international practise.

Section 2 - Introduction
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Description of Setter & Pointer Field Trials
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 The format of our trials is that dogs work in pairs quartering
the ground seeking game.

 If they find birds, they point or indicate the game from a
distance and remain stationary. When the handler and judge
approach the pointing dog the dog is instructed to flush
(make the bird fly) to demonstrate that the find is “genuine”.

 A blank starting pistol is fired after the bird has flown to
demonstrate that the dog is not gun shy. The dog is required
to remain stationary after the flush.

 The bird is not pursued or harassed in any way. The only
disturbance being the flush after the point.

 Any dog that accidentally flushes or does not remain
stationary is immediately disqualified.

 The trial moves progressively throughout the area and no
area is hunted twice, so that birds are able to return quickly.

 When the trial has moved on from where the bird has flushed
the grouse quickly return to the same area being very
territorial by nature.

 Dogs that compete at these events are highly trained under
whistle control even at large distances.

Section 3 - Description of Setter & Pointer Field Trials

Some of the gallery at the Red Setter Club Open 2005



www.irishredsetterclub.com

Description of Setter & Pointer Field Trials
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 Bird dogs are air scenting
dogs and always worked
into the wind to ensure
optimum opportunity to
scent and locate birds at a
distance and thereby
minimising the risk of
accidentally flushing game.

 The ground is not checked
again thereby allowing the
birds to quickly return to
their territories.

 The manner in which field
trials for setter & pointers
are conducted has stood the
test of time since 1880. It is
an important part of our
tradition and culture which
merits protection and
support into the future.

Wind
Direction

Area covered 1

Area covered 2

Area covered 3

Section 3 - Description of Setter & Pointer Field Trials

The normal ground to be covered
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History of Setter & Pointer Field Trials
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 The first setter & pointer trial was held in 1880 in Cloghan
Estate in County Donegal.

 The first ever Irish red grouse conference was held in 1993 in
response to the disappearance of grouse habitat. This was
sponsored by Canada Life and included many international
experts on the subject.

 An international pointer trial was held on Balmorral Estate in
1999. The Irish team were victorious and were received by
the Queen of England.

 A highly successful International Conference on the red &
white setter breed was held in Maynooth in 2006 with over
150 enthusiasts from around the world.

 The Irish Setter club also held its 125th Anniversary
celebrations in 2007. Amongst the itinerary was an
international field trial against the French national team.

 Red Setter

– The red setter is a national symbol of Ireland and logo
for Bus Eireann. It also represents our canine and
sporting heritage. Field trials have provided the platform
to maintain the working lines.

 Red & White Setter

– The predecessor of the Irish red setter is the Irish Red
& White setter was rescued from the verge of extinction
thanks in large part to its success in field trials over the
last 25 years.

 Grouse Conservation Fund

– Founded in 1991, on the recommendation of the Field
Trial Committee of the Irish Kennel Club, in response to
the loss of grouse habitat due to forestation and rural
development. A portion of the field trial entry fee is
allocated to the grouse conservation fund which grant
aids grouse projects. Projects vary from heather cutting
projects, scientific sampling of heather, distribution of
grit and the grouse breeding project in Galway.

 Grouse Breeding Project

– Initiated in 2001, three pairs of grouse were imported
from Shropshire in England. Breeding grouse in
captivity is extremely difficult and therefore this is a
landmark project in Ireland. Over a 100 grouse have
been reared over the years with a number of pairs been
released onto Carrownagopple bog near Mountbellew.
County Galway.

Section 4 - History of Setter & Pointer Field Trials
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Etiquette of Field Trials
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 Field trial participants are people with an inherent love of our
wild bogs and upland habitats, who appreciate the privilege
of participation in this sport and understand the obligations
and responsibilities that come with it.

 Part of that obligation is ensuring the preservation of these
habitats and the conservation of the Irish red grouse. This is
apparent through our involvement in a number of grouse
conservation projects.

 It is incumbent on all participants to operate within the
requirements of the Wildlife Acts and any relevant European
Directives.

 The Irish Kennel Club through the Field Trial Committee and
the Championship Committee ensure that our sport is
conducted in the best interests of game birds, habitat
considerations and welfare of the dogs.

Section 5 - Etiquette of Setter & Pointer Field Trials
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Setter & Pointer Field Trial Seasons
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 Spring Trials:

– Normally begin around the 12th

February and cease by the last
weekend in March each year allowing
sufficient time before the breeding
season begins.

– Game species encountered in Spring
trials are the Irish red grouse and snipe
(migratory).

 Summer and Autumn Trials:

– Begin on the 1st August and finish by
31st October each year.

– Species encountered are Irish red
grouse and snipe in upland trials and
pheasant, woodcock, partridge and
snipe in lowland trials.

– These dates are in keeping with
seasons for trials in other European
countries, and the EU birds Directive is
applied in Ireland in accordance with
its application throughout the EU.

Section 5 - Etiquette of Setter & Pointer Field Trials

A grouse photographed in Autumn
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International Setter & Pointer Field Trial Seasons
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France:

 Spring Trials:

– Begin on the 7th February and cease
by the 13th April each year.

 Summer and Autumn Trials:

– Begin on the 14th July and finish by 16th

December each year.

United Kingdom:

 Spring Trials:

– Begin on the 1st February and cease
by the 13th April each year.

 Summer and Autumn Trials:

– Begin on the 14th July and finish by 31st

October each year.

Scandinavia:

 Spring Trials:

– Begin on the 1st February and cease
by the 30th April each year.

 Summer and Autumn Trials:

– Begin on the 1st August and finish by
30th November each year.

Section 5 - Etiquette of Setter & Pointer Field Trials
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Native Breeds
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 Our native bird dog breeds are the Irish Red Setter
and the Irish Red & White Setter.

 Now more than ever the platform of field trials have
an even greater significance to the future of our
working native breeds.

 This is due to changing agriculture practices, loss of
upland habitat coupled with the dictates of fashion
which has resulted in the shooting fraternity largely
using spaniels and continental breeds to the
detriment of our native dogs.

 Trials provide the competitive arena that ensures
visibility of our native working bird dogs both
nationally and internationally.

 The importance of field trials to our native Irish
setters is no less than the importance of horse
racing to our equine industry.

 Without field trials the revival of the native Irish Red
& White setter would probably not have been
possible. It was trials that ensured the breed could
visibly demonstrate its working abilities and regain
its credibility among the best of the other bird dog
breeds.

Section 6 - Native Bird Dog Breeds

Intl. F.T.CH Des Linton’s Irish Red & White Setter Craigrua Osprey
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Title of Field Trial Champion (“F.T.Ch”)
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 The goal of the sport is to accumulate enough
points to gain the title of field trial champion.

 12 points need to be accumulated to gain the title.

 Only 1st , 2nd and 3rd places accumulate
championship points.

 The points or “stars” as they are known are
dependent on a further grade of Excellent, Very
Good or Good.

 Within the category of Excellent a 1st accumulates 4
points, a second accumulates 3 points while 3rd

accumulates 2 points. The points are lessened if
any of the above results are achieved with a point
on a snipe. Indeed a 3rd on a snipe offers no points
at all.

 Likewise within the category of Very Good the
points are lessened by roughly half the number.

 1st Good only scores one championship point.

 The Irish Red Setter Club trophies date back 120
years and are solid old Irish silver. They are hugely
valuable and one of the best reasons to take up
field trials!

The Irish Red Setter Club Trophies won by F.T.Ch Remkilens T-Ebba in
2007

Section 7 - Award Classifications
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Competitions
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 Puppy Stakes

– A Puppy Stake is confined to pups that are born in the previous
calendar year.

– 1st, 2nd or 3rd in a Puppy gives qualification to an Open Stake. The
Open Stakes are the only trials where Championship Points can be
awarded.

– The most famous puppy stake is the Irish Derby run by the Irish Red
Setter Club. This is open to all breeds of Section 3 pointing dogs.

 Novice Stake

– A Novice Stake is eligible to all dogs who have not been awarded a
1st, , 2nd or 3rd in a Puppy Stake, Novice Stake or indeed an Open
Stake.

– There are no championship points awarded in a Novice Stake.

 Open Stake

– The open stake is confined to dogs that have been placed 1st, 2nd or
3rd in a Puppy or Novice trial.

– The open stake are the only trials where championship points are
awarded.

 International Championship Stake

– This is the most important trial in the field trial calendar year.
Qualification is restricted to 1st or 2nd Excellent in an Open Stake and
1st Excellent in the Derby. Entries are also received from all over
Great Britain.

Section 8 - Participation in a Field Trial

Six weeks old and the first Ballydavid Litter from F.T.Ch’s Creg Jake
and Remkilens T-Ebba
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Field Trials
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 Pre-the Field Trial Day

– The Secretary sends out Schedules approximately 2 - 3 weeks
before the event to all Club Members. A list of clubs is
available on the Irish Kennel Club website. (www.ikc.ie)

– Membership usually costs €15 per Club. A club runs from two
to four trials a year. Entry per dog usually costs between €12
and €15.

– All competitions are run under the auspices of the Irish Kennel
Club so therefore all dogs must be registered with the Kennel
Club.

– In effect this means that all dogs in your dogs pedigree must
be certified ‘pure’ and this is done through registration with the
Kennel Club.

– The dogs kennel name (not pet name) and registration number
is entered on the form along with their details including the
names of their dam and sire and date of birth.

 The Field Trial Day

– The maximum number of dogs in a field trial is thirty. The
secretary produces a programme for the day where each dog
is given a number between 1 and 30.

– When the competitors gather at the location the secretary
draws the numbers from 1 to 30. If an owner is drawn against
his second dog, that number is placed back into the draw.

– Each pairing is called a “brace” and there are 15 braces.

– There is a second round made up of the best dogs which can
be as few as 4 braces and as many as 8 braces, depending on
the quality of the dogs.

 Lunch is usually held between 1 o’clock and 2 o’clock and is
the best part of the day if things are not going well.

 The second round is held after lunch. This may be followed by
a third round.

 The prize ceremony is the end of the trial where the senior
judge gives his comments and logic for the award placings.

Section 8 - Participation in a Field Trial

J. McGillycuddy’s Creg Rena “drawing” or walking to the sitting bird
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Tenants of the Sport
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 Basic Tenants of the Sport

– A dog cannot win without finding a bird that is listed
on the trial schedule. These birds are usually grouse,
pheasant, snipe, woodcock and partridge.

– A dog cannot chase the bird and must be steady to
wing and shot. A blank shot is fired from a gun held
by the judges to ensure a dog is not gun shy or
unsteady.

– A dog must be under control. That means a dog
must come back to its handler on command from the
judges.

– The dog must cover its ground equally, that is run to
the left and right of the handler at equal distances at
not less than a distance of 100 yards. On the
mountain more distance would be expected from the
dog.

– A dog must hunt independently that is not follow the
other dog in the brace.

– A dog cannot chase hares or other small birds.

– A dog is only allowed 3 unproductive points. This is
where the dog points but for some reason the bird
does not fly.

– Both dogs in a brace may succeed to making the
second round or neither dog in a brace may have
another opportunity in the second round.

– A dog can make the second round even if the other
dog in his brace finds a bird.

Section 8 - Participation in a Field Trial

J. McGillycuddy’s Creg Rena producing a single grouse

– A dog is eliminated if a bird on the ground “Flushes”
or flies when the dog ought to have pointed it.

– Finally a dog cannot leave a bird behind in ground
that should have been covered.
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What are Judges Looking for?
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 Basic Tenants of the Sport (cont.)

– A dog is always run into the wind.

– This allows the scent of the bird to flow with the wind
direction and the dogs sensitive nose uses this to
judge the location of the bird.

– The dog is handled using a whistle as the human
voice will flush the birds.

– A dog usually must run for a minimum of 15 minutes.

– The judgement for the dog is whether to point on a
scent from further away if he is unsure of the exact
location of the bird or risk going closer where the bird
could flush, thereby eliminating himself.

– Judges look for speed, style and stamina as well as
non-invasive handling, which is too much whistling.

– Judges also require good ground coverage by the
dog. By covering an area, going left and right of the
handler and an equal distance on both sides.

– Judges also look for a good production on birds. In
effect this means that the dog puts the bird in the air
in a controlled, steady way by walking up to the bird
so the bird flies.

Section 8 - Participation in a Field Trial

J.McGillycuddy’s Creg Rena steady to wing on a pack of grouse
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Conservation Initiatives
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 Grouse Conservation Fund

– This Committee was set up by the Setter & Pointer fraternity, as
recommended by the Field Trial Committee of the IKC, in 1991
with the objective of raising finance for the protection and
enhancement of Irish red grouse habitats.

– A proportion of the entry fees at pointer and setter field trials are
allocated to the grouse conservation fund.

– These monies are used to grant aid to any initiative concerned with
the conservation of grouse or the improvement of habitat.

– To date grants totalling €30,000 have been expended towards this
objective. A copy of most recent financial report is attached.

– In particular this fund has recently purchased medicated grit from
Scotland for distribution on National Park lands.

 A Grouse Conference was held in May 1993 in conjunction with the
Grouse Conservation Fund where both national and international
experts participated.

 Objective of Conference

– The objective of the conference was to bring attention to the threat
to our upland habitats and in particular to our native red grouse.

– Key recommendations of the conference were the maintenance of
the Grouse Conservation Committee, the importation of suitable
grit and to raise awareness in the field trialling community.

Section 9 - Conservation Initiatives
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Conservation Initiatives
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Grouse Breeding Project Galway

 Grouse are a truly wild bird and extremely difficult to rear in
captivity.

 A very important project has been underway in Galway over the
last 8 years, involving the rearing and releasing of grouse on
Mountbellew NPWS lowland bog.

 This is a labour intensive project requiring a high level of
expertise and commitment and is in need of greater financial
support.

 Breeding pairs have been imported from the UK and the
breeding and rearing facility developed.

 Over the last seven years over 100 grouse have been bred in
captivity and a number of pairs have been released in
Mountbellew.

 The Grouse Conservation fund have helped by grant aiding this
project.

Birdwatch Ireland

 The setter & pointer fraternity assisted Birdwatch Ireland in
conducting a national population census of the Irish red grouse
for period December 2006 to December 2008.

Grouse Counts to the NPW

 Field trials have provided grouse counts to the NP Wildlife
officers over the last decade which provides critical information
on breeding success and survival rates.

Section 9 - Conservation Initiatives

Eamon Mahony’s famous grouse rearing project in Moylough. County Galway
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Locations of Field Trials
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 Spring & Summer Trials

– Spring & Summer trials usually are on grouse and snipe and
therefore take place on mountains and low moorland.

– Examples of locations are the Dublin mountains, Laragh in
Wicklow, the Slieve Bloom mountains and the low lying moors in
Galway and Laois.

– The trials are obviously weather dependent and the competitions in
Spring are always threatened by fog, snow and heavy rain.

 Autumn Trials

– Autumn trials are usually on pheasants and snipe but can be also
on grouse.

– The pheasant trials take place in tillage fields and rushy fields.
Triallers who are not mobile enough for the mountain trials usually
participate in these competitions.

– Some of the Autumn trials are held on bogs, the most famous
being the premier county trial in Laois.

Section 10 - Locations

F.T.CH Remkilens T-Ebba setting a pheasant
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 With the advent of the pet passport scheme allowing greater
movement of dogs setter & pointer trials throughout Europe
have increasingly developed an international dimension.

– In August 2007 for the first time a team of red setter
enthusiasts from France competed in Irish trials. This is
most likely to be the beginning of greater European
participation in our sport with an obvious positive impact
from a tourism perspective, benefiting the local
hospitality industry often in areas that do not normally
profit;

– For quite a number of years the Irish setter & pointer
championship has drawn participants from Northern
Ireland, Scotland, England and Wales.

 The Irish Red & White setter conference in 2006 drew an
attendance of over 150 enthusiasts from around the world.

Section 11 - International Aspects

The French National Team with Irish competitors at the Irish Red Setter Clubs
125th Anniversary trial on the Slieve Blooms
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 Setter & Pointer field trials have a long history and enables the
owner of a red setter to take their relationship with their dog to a
new level.

– A respect for their skill, intelligence and bravery that is not
as easy to identify when the dog does not work or compete;

– Memories of successes at competitions or hunting and
their first steps to being a trained dog;

– Trained dogs are easier to manage and a lot more
portable. They are always more agreeable than an
untrained dog as dogs like to have boundaries.

 Setter & Pointer field trials have ensured the working strains of
our indigenous bird dogs have remained intact.

– The working Irish red setter continues to prosper through
the medium of field trials though its use as a shooting dog
has become more limited through changes in agricultural
practices;

– The red & white setter was saved from extinction mainly as
a result of the platform of field trials.

 Setter & Pointer field trials is an ecologically-friendly country
pursuit.

– It allows people enjoy the work of their dogs without any
damage to local flora and fauna.

Section 12 - Summary

H. Brady’s Ballydavid Airforce

 There is a strong conservational aspect to field trials.

– Grouse habitat is preserved and in instances heather is
cut;

– Funding aid to grouse projects.

 Field trials is a regulated sport through the Irish Kennel club
and is compliant with the Wildlife Acts.

 Field trials are an international sport and are participated in
most countries.

.
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For further information please contact:

Name: Hugh Brady Name: Kristin Jameson

Tel. no. 087 283 9979 Tel. no. 086 811 3841

e-mail: hugh.brady@ie.pwc.com e-mail: tourin@eircom.net

Section 12 - Summary


